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STR, vs eloheds Lid m2 
The Law of WY: oblidgeth me to anſwe 


by, 


F 


= 
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Jour defire , by affording to you. oy ſenſe 
touching his MajeSty his Conceſſions towards 
the removal of Epiſcopal Government,” orthe 
Bil of Abolition. MLA pans i ha 


His Majeſties Conceſſions to. the Bill- 


of Abolition of Arch-biſbops ,' Biſhops, 

ec. ' 1C Stated | : 
BR Era 
Conſidered. _ + {1 


IS Majeſty hath fully and: expreſly conſent- 
9 ' edrto the Bill of Abolidon :uxd renioval 
of | whole perm. — wy _ 
Bill, excepting that part thereof whic 
relates. to Biſhops ; whole Juriſditive 
> power(as he callsit)be hath-alfo abrogat- 
| -. edfinally: and for-ever , except the two 
Houſes ſhall otherwiſe determine,” and hath reſerved 
ro. 'them ſome power 'in- Ordination only , wherein 
he would have them | to be: (as 'we-uſe'to ſay, ) 
of the Zuorum, bythe: uſe:or Tc; 2negative' voice 
in-that atiqb, but wichal doth actually ſuſpend them _ 
A 


' nominared or 


ſhall. have power of Ocdination-with the councel and cony 
ſear of the Pre8byrers,or the major part of them _conjoyn 
ot cooperating with him., Which, Presbytersare nor to'be* 


| inced by.his Majeſty alone, much. leſs. 
itratfily a I'by rhe Biſhop himſelf , bur appointed 

and aujhoriſecby.his Majeyand theo Mouſes, and not" 

otherwiſe. | y woe e d RT 

' This being the clear Rare ( as far as I undeiftand)) of 

hisMajeſty his conceſſion>except I be miſtaken in.che length 

of that word Cloperate,which'is not hisMajeſties expreſſion, 


1 ſhall ofgxx0 youhehr tmo.copſlexaions upon it”. *© 


C O N&e\mn'd. 1. Es 
»- 0 . TH 
- Firſt, Whether the Biſhops of England ( and to whom 
only the bill extends) be notheteby in tffe& aboliſhed,nor 
only as to their poſſe, but alſo as to wp 3 for, 
- 1;-\ There remains no-viſibleway of 'making any Biſhop- 
!1/ hereafter £2 becauſe 'the'/Deans and Chapters, who- 
. | were by the-lawes and uſaze of this Kingdom to e- 
.. le&the Biſhop recommended to'them by the Kings 
1, Conge de hieregaretterly takeaway, ſ0/as there. can 
. -*:.. be no proceeding to-4tz Ordination'of them,and if rhe 
: 077 bookor form of :conſecration be' together with the 
/ Book of Common Prayer alſo aboliſhr, I cannot ſee - 


; x | bucthat the Biſhops are aboliſhralſo, and cannor be 


made; withour ſome new way 'of conſtitution which 
eingoenaetohe Pubuniay! «= 5, £ 
Y 901 boernvlt yew. 70D Tl;1 5-42 386 - 
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4; The; Biſhops that now ars x: cannot after three years 
. ordain', excepr the Houſes agree-ro appoint Pregby. 
hat #Qion, whiah if the 


ters to joyn with chem int 


_ © Houſes ſhall-not'do, the Biſhops poret isflilf under 
\  ſufperifion3- and if the Presbyreriat Governetentiand 
|  Ocdination were bur ranted-indefinirely}, as it-is fot 
; threeyears,] do not ſee but it would reſt inthepower 
of the Houſes, whether the Biſhop ſhouldeever ordain 
of. no z';and ſo-in'effet- be vacated; being limit- 
ed; bg 2. concurrence * 6f  Preſbyters - which are” nor 
foun  31-1:4 Mat 4 3s 7.01 (1, C $44 5h — 64 
3. His Majeſty in this Conceſſion ſeems to me, (which T: 
ſpeak under his Majeſties favour) to have gone quite befide 
his own level; for in his Papers given to the Divines ac 
 Wewport , He cuts out -the Epiſcopal office by the parrern 
of the Apoſtles,and'of 7T:mothy and T irs, whoſe Epiſcopal - 
office (as he calls ir) did not confiſt only in a concurrence 
. with a major part of Presbyters in Ordination,or a negative 
| voice to ſuch a major part; nor-do the Scriptures by his Ma- 
Jelly alledged, prove them to have bin Biſhops 1n this ſenſe 
and latitude only,but the primitive Biſhops of the ſecond , 
and haply ſome of the firſt century after Chri, were rather. 
of this model, bceingof- the £---um in Ordination ; Which. 
primitive Biſhops; (as the Divines' ay in theiranſwyer)might 
poſſibly. be, and yer the Biſhops of England be aboliſhr:and - 
ſo ic/appears;, that the Biſhops inthe: Bill preſented to his - 
Majeſty, ate by this Conceſſion of his quite altered and caſt 
in.a nev mould;which if bis Majeſty would pleaſe to make © 
as a new tendty to his Houſes of Parliament, and expreſly . 
remove the old;- the rib would be in a manner quite taken - 
out of the way,which remains im the dpinion' of many, be- 
cauſe hisMajeftydoth under the name of the prefentBiſhop þ 
capitulate before-hand for a new Epiſcopacy,whiclypreſenc - 
Biſhop:5 if you'ſhalt not concur with me 1n opinion that 
he is in.effeR aboliſht by his Majeſties Conceſſion, yet cer- - 
tainly he is reduced ro-ſo ſmall a hair as cannot be diwided - 
any morezfor.if the King ſhould go bur onetep further,and * 
take off that.negative yoige,hich thisBiſbop chatis offer'd | 
et endiols v» gba" as 7 


{- a 

' isto havein Ordination , he would bethen no more then 
one'Presbyrer , as he is very lictle more by this Conceſſion, 
in the «affirmative part of atting, though he be more in the 
negative part Of not atting', which negative voice of the Bi- 
ſhop would very ſeldome be uſed,or if-ic were, all reaſon is, 
that the Expe&ant or Candidate of the Miniſtry , ſhould 
have ſome relief of his gravamer, by appeal to the Pro- 
vincial meecings,or ſome other aflembly which ſhould have 

wer co determine the caſe ; and; then I cannor ſee bur 

ateven this negative voice is rendred in effect nothing, 
and ſo the Biſhops in effe& aboliſhed; and if I was ina 
capacity to ſupplicate his Majeſty, I ſhould beſeech hin to 
conſider that there is ſome difference berween gravanen 
Spiritus and ligamen conſcientie, For the affeRion he bears 
to that Government of Epiſcopacy, and the long uſage of 
it in the-Church, may be heavy #n bis Spzrit,and make the 
Abolition unpleaſing, which yet do not bind the conſci- 
ence,or make the doing it unlawfull to him. - 


: CONSID. II, 


Secondly., It may be conſidered if the Biſhops be nor 
in effe& aboliſh in regard of this being , 

1, Whether ic beany inconvenience, to ſet up in every 
County or Province a Presbytery for Ordination,(the juril- 
digive part. togo as 18 already eſtabliſht in Elderſhips, Claſ- 
ſes and Synods)of the graveſt and moſt judicious Miniſters, 

both to give reputation to the ordination,and to prevent the 

miſ-adminiſtration thereof in the Claſſes, moſt of which in 
England may haply not confiſt of a competent number of 
men ſo fit to exerciſe it ; for I am of opinion,that Ordina- 
tion by Presbyters is pra and lawfull,and that one of the 
Luorum concurring with them in Ordination, renders not 
the ſame evil or unlawfull;for if ic did ſo,1 ſee not how the 
Presbyters now in being,can well juſtifie their own. .. 

2+ This way .propounded by his Majeſty might happily 
reduce all the Dyyines of Ezg/and into a liking or accep- 
tance of the Geyernment , and. ſo take off that odinm or - 

Prejudice which ir lies under with them and others. 


3, The 


OD. . 

3- The way of Otdination by Presby ters in every Pros 
vince or County ſeleKed by Parliament prima vice, mighr 
prevent a:greatdeal of 'influence which the now ſequeſired 
Divines being refiored to' a capacity of Paſtoral charves ; 
will have in the ſeveral Claſſes where they ſhall be ſeared. 

4. That the Presbyterians ought to take heed: that the 
cauſe of the continuance of the Watrre and all the'miſe= 
ries of it be not laidat their door, and that for oppoſing 
a.thing in it ſelf lawfull , but not'at preſent to -be gorten 

»:te off, by reaſon of che Kings preſent unſatisfation,and: 
his defare of time and means of better information. 

5, That ſuch Presbyterians as cannot find a Fas D:v:;- 
»#m for Riling Elders aQing in Ordination,y do judge it as 
great a diſconformity to allow the Ruling Bilder a pawer of. 
co-operation and authoricy in ordaining Miniſters, as to al- 
low one to be of the 9uorum, who is thereby no more 
then a Precb yer, not hath the Keyes any more in his hand 
for that, then a Moder ator for the preſent time may-have, 
for orders ſake, 

6, That the Covenant binding to extirpare Biſhops, if ic 
be underſtood in ſenſu d;4/s in that Article), and not ( as - 
many conceive) -n /e»ſ# compoſito only, doth not oblge us p 
to break the peace of all, if every thing be nor ro be had 
ac firſt 3 and if the great and ancient Tree b2 tobe felled 
down by agreement, ſhall the parties fight with one ano- 
ther, becauſe the one will fell ic down chip by chipe; the 
other will-rear it up at once by the roots? And there- 
fore} I humbly pray the honourable Members of Parlia- - 
ment, the warned Presbyterians,and (as they are called)In- 
dependents, to confider of this Pu»t#{l;o, as it is laid in the - 
ballance agaiaft che loſs £f eM his Majefly his other Con- - 
ceſſions, and the fruics and conſequences of new diſtra- - 
ons and ſadder times ; for (1 ſpeak only incaſe that 
the King can be got no further) it ought ro be well weigh- 
ed,whether this negative yore 1nOrdination,be ſuch a thing 
as may juſtly imburer all our peace beſides. And if any 
ſhould ſay chat ont of this old root the old Epiſcopacy,, 
will grow again ; I do pot conceive that itis poſſible, be= 
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| ing hoop'dabout by the iron hoop of Laws ; forche Primi- 
tive Epiſcopacy grew ſo faſt, becauſe the Pagar Princes 
looked not after that Government ,- Which was bur exer- 
ciſed over ſuch Voluntaries as put their necks andetiic;- and 
Chrifain - Princes thought. they ſhould allow'it as thuch as 
it had under Heathens.Bur as for the reſuriteQion' of ir after 

it's dead, it capnor bez but :by:Parliament, and azainſt an 
A& of Parliament, there is no fortification' to be made 3 

In fine , if 1 cannot prevail:with you to accept leſs then 

you ask, I humbly beſcech the Kiug:co grane mote then he 
yer offers; for rhe common peace ſake, which is 16 be pur- 
chaſed at any rate nextthe-price of: truth] and ever! ſome 


preſent,for the common and publick peace * *- 
S 4 
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truths are to be abated, or ſorborn to be exerciſed for the 
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